
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

The Next Stage!  

2020 – 2022 Options 

A Handbook for Students & Parents/Carers 

 

 
• ALL students at Riverbank Academy are entitled to enter 

their “next stage” of learning.  

 

• Traditionally this happens when students move from Key 

Stage 3 to Key Stage 4, or Key Stage 4 to 5.  

 

• At Riverbank Academy a student’s “next stage” of learning 

does not always sit around the age restrictions of key 

stages. For this reason we make a decision on when a 

student progresses by working in partnership with our 

staff, students and parents. 

 

• This handbook, gives an overview of the options that are 

available when a student enters their “next stage” of 

learning.  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RE: Options Choices 
 
 
Dear Parent(s)/Carers, Student, 
 
This is a very important time for our students. 
  
This year we have continued to strengthen our curriculum with the aim of providing 
opportunities for all students to succeed, whatever their strengths. 
  
Please read this booklet in order to ensure that you feel confident in knowing what the next stage 
will mean for your child at Riverbank Academy and what is involved in choosing the most 
appropriate subjects. 
  
Parents and students are welcome to seek advice at any convenient time and a list of staff that 
you may wish to consult is included in this booklet.  
  
Mr Lisowski and myself will then meet, with each student, to finalise their option choices, this 
meeting will give students an experience of interviews, to enhance their employment skills 
  
Yours sincerely 

  
  
 
Mrs Maunsell-Stewart 
             

Assistant Head  
  

mmaunsell-stewart@riverbankacademy.org.uk 
 
  

Riverbank Academy 
Princethorpe Way 
Coventry 
CV3 2QD 
  
Telephone: 024 7645 3121 
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The Discovery and Explorer Curriculum Options 
 

Students that access the Explorer and Discovery curriculum take part in a carousal 
of subjects. Within the year they get to experience some or all of the following 
areas providing them with a broad and balanced programme: 
 

Carousel One 
(Arts& Independence) 

Carousel Two  
(Life and Outdoor Experiences) 

Open Theatre/Communication  
Arts and Crafts  

Independent Skills/e-safety 
Food Tech 

Horticulture  
Open Theatre/performance   

Forest School 
Community Awareness   

 
 

Carousel Qualifications: 
 
As part of the carousel students will work towards achieve AQA awarding unit 
qualifications: 
 

The AQA Unit Award Scheme (UAS) offers learners the opportunity to have their 

achievements formally recognised with a certificate issued by AQA each time a 

short unit is successfully completed. 

There are no limits on: 

• what can be accredited, as long as it is worthwhile and meaningful for the 

learner 

• who can achieve, in terms of age or ability 

• how long it takes to achieve or when this takes place 

• how learning can be evidenced. 

 

Flexibility is key with UAS, and their motto is 'Achievement for All'. We encourage 

and support learners to show them what they can do, rather than what they 

can't. 

Some students may also access entry level qualifications and/or level 1 
qualifications depending on their skills and abilities.    
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

The Adventurer Curriculum Options 
 

Students accessing the adventurer 
curriculum choose 2 of the 
following options: 
 

Staff 
Delivering 

Qualification 

Art GCSE 
 

LR OCR 

Food Technology 
 

RC/JH AQA Level 1 or 
Level 1 or 2 BTEC Edexcel 

Life Awareness Skills CMc/LTh NCFE short courses level 1 
 

Photography 
 

LStr NCFE Level 1 

Sport and Active Leisure 
 

CMc/AHi OCN Sport award level 1 

Beliefs and 
Values/History/Geography 

GA ASDAN Modules Level 1 

Arts Award (Music/Dance) 
 

DA Trinity College London Level 1 

Arts Award (Drama) 
 

MN Trinity College London Level 1 

Bush Craft (Forest School) MT 
 

AQA Level 1 

ICT 
 

TBC OCR Entry 2 Award 

Childcare 
 

JH BTEC Entry level/level 1 Award 

 

Students are guided to do one of 
the following courses: 
 

Staff 
Delivering 

Qualification 

OCN Using Employability 
Skills 

AHi 
 

Entry Level 3 

Duke of Edinburgh  
 

LStr 
 

Bronze/Silver/Gold 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Art and Design 

LEVEL: GCSE – Grades 9 to 1 

 

SYLLABUS: OCR 

COURSE OVERVIEW: This GCSE course would support those students that have 

shown a passion for their drawing and painting work to date, and have a genuine desire 

to develop their skills within their art work. 

The GCSE course builds on the knowledge, skills and understanding established in Key Stage 3 

and allows students the freedom to experiment and work in their chosen direction. Students 

will be encouraged to work in their own time so it can be helpful for students to have their own 

paints and sketch pads for use at home. 

The department offers a wide range of materials and techniques and actively encourages 

personal experimentation and development. 

Art and Design can be a very rewarding and enjoyable subject and regardless of talent or “skill”, 

if a student is shown to be keen and hardworking, then they are sure to gain from this creative 

course 

ASSESSMENT: Coursework units consist of ONE “major project” and will count for 60% of the 

total grade at the end of Year 11; the remaining 40% will result from the examination unit. This 

part involves a 10 hour examination, taken over a two day period. 

The whole GCSE course uses the same 4 assessment objectives throughout. You will 

be individually and group assessed by your teacher using a selection of different 

formative and summative assessment techniques such as group critical, discussions 

and individual tutorials. 

PROGRESSION: As this is such a varied course, it can help you to explore many 

different art courses available at local colleges, such as fine art, textiles, 3D studies and 

multimedia. 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: Students who enjoy working imaginatively and creatively in a 

relaxed classroom environment. Working independently and expressing themselves through 

shape and form are a big requirement for any student wanting to study Art and Design.  

 

  

For more information, please speak to Ms L Riach    



 

 

 

 

Food Technology 

LEVEL: A range of Entry Level to Level 2 qualifications available, dependant on the student 

SYLLABUS: Edexcel BTEC Level 1 Awards and AQA Certificates are available linked to levels 

COURSE OVERVIEW: Students will gain knowledge and skills relating to food, ranging from 

home cooking to the hospitality industry. They will study areas that could include: 

• Health and safety 

• Food storage 

• Basic food preparation  

• The use of kitchen equipment 

• Food commodities 

• Customer service 

• Cooking Skills 

• The hospitality Industry 

Students will be encouraged to demonstrate independence in the cooking of dishes including 

seasonal practical assignments. 

ASSESMENT: This will be on-going with both theory and practical work being assessed and 

students will have produced a portfolio of evidence that demonstrates their understanding. 

Much of the practical evidence will be teacher assessed and include the use of photographs of 

the process, as well as the finished product. 

PROGRESSION: Students will be able to access Food and Hospitality related courses following a 

thorough introduction to the basics through this opportunity. 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: Students who enjoy the challenge of food practical work, relish the 

opportunity to produce finished products and are comfortable in producing the supporting 

theory work. 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact Mrs R. Coxhead 



 

 

 

 

Life Awareness Skills 

LEVEL: NCFE Level 1 

SYLLABUS: NCFE Short Courses  

COURSE OVERVIEW: This course is designed to support in the development of a student’s 

knowledge of life skills and support in their development of independence skills so that they 

can operate within society, life, learning and work with a greater degree of independence. 

There are a range of pathways that can be chosen with groups of students to support both their 

needs as well as their aspirations. Areas could include: 

• Mental Health Awareness 

• Stress Awareness 

• Sexual Health Awareness 

• Health and safety Awareness  

ASSESSMENT: Students would look to demonstrate the skills and understanding that they have 

acquired through the completion of 6 units of work. This would be presented through the 

production of a student workbook. This will be assessed by the teacher and externally verified. 

PROGRESSION: This course will equip students with the skills to support further life-long 

learning within our sixth form or an alternative external learning provider. 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: Students who benefit from additional time on key skills that would 

allow them to better access all aspects of our curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact Mrs E. Gilmour 



 

 

 

Photography 

LEVEL: Level 1  

SYLLABUS: NCFE Certificate 

COURSE OVERVIEW: The qualification consists of 3 main units: 

• Use the camera and accessories to create images 

• Understand and apply image production skills 

• Produce and evaluate a range of photographic images 

Students will have access to high quality digital SLR cameras during their course, and will be 

taught how to use ICT to support in the manipulation and creation of their photographs on 

screen, prior to any printing. 

Students will learn a variety of photographic compositions including Rule of Thirds, Depth of 

Field, Shutter Speed, Leading Lines and Framing. 

In addition, they will look at the processing of their photographs and demonstrate the 

procedures needed to produce them in a final display. 

ASSESSMENT: Each student is required to create a portfolio of evidence which demonstrates 

achievement of all learning outcomes over the 3 units. The evidence can take many forms and 

includes observation, witness testimony, worksheets, reports and project reports but best of all 

will be through the production of the photographs. 

PROGRESSION: Students would be in a position to access a Level 2 course having received a 

sound preparation through this course 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: Students with an interest in taking photographs and learning the 

associated techniques. They must be able to put into words their thoughts on photographs and 

therefore expressing their opinion is a must. 

 

 

 

 

 
For more information, please contact Miss L Stribbling 



 

 

 

 

Sport and Active Leisure 

LEVEL: Level 1 Award/Certificate 

SYLLABUS: OCN 

COURSE OVERVIEW: The BTEC Level 1 Certificate in Sport and Active Leisure is a fantastic 

opportunity for students to improve both their theoretical and practical skills with the idea of 

them looking to study at a higher level.  

They will undertake 4 units over the 2 years as follows: 

• Taking part in sport – 3 Credits 

• Taking part in fitness and exercise activities – 3 Credits 

• How the body works – 4 credits 

• Assisting a leader to plan and deliver an activity – 4 credits 

ASSESSMENT: The course is entirely coursework based, but assessed using a variety of 

methods. Practical assessments, written assessments, group discussions and presentations are 

some of the ways in which students will be assessed. 

PROGRESSION: Students would be able to continue studying more units at this Level 1 in order 

to gain the Diploma in Sport and Active Leisure. 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: Students who have an interest in sport and are equally keen at 

both the practical and written elements. In addition, it would prepare them well of a position in 

the sport and active leisure industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact Mr C McCallum 



 

 

                                            

Humanities 

 

 

LEVEL: Entry level to Level 1 – guided towards most appropriate level matched to ability 

SYLLABUS: ASDAN Beliefs and Values, Geography and History 

COURSE OVERVIEW: Students will undertake a series of challenges, all of which help them to 

become more skilled in different areas of life. The skills developed will focus on: 

• Their place in the world and how they live in it 

• Develop their history skills 

• Values, beliefs and decision-making. 

 

Units covered could include:  

The environment, crime and punishment, peace and conflict, creed and inspiration. Physical 

processes; food, energy and waste; and tourism.  

ASSESSMENT: Students will produce coursework that follows a Plan-Do-Review model. It will be 

assessed internally and moderated externally.  

PROGRESSION: ASDAN qualifications have been designed to be offered from Primary School up 

until University level. Wherever a student achieves, there will always be an opportunity to build 

upon this success either through our own sixth form or additional institutions. 

 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: Students who wish to learn about human culture, such as literature, 

philosophy, and history and study aspects of human society and culture. 
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Music & Dance  

Level: Level 1 

Syllabus: Exploring Dance, Exploring Music, Exploring Performance 

Course Overview:  

This OCN qualification, allows students to explore 3 main areas: Music, Dance & Performance. 

Students will be taught how to move in response to sound, and learn dance movements. They 

will gain an appreciation of music and go on to identify and play musical instruments. They will 

also prepare carry out a performance with their peers. 

The course will enable students to think about their future pathways, in this sector.  

Assessment: Internally assessed portfolio of evidence and coursework – assessed by teacher 
and externally moderated.  
 

 

Progressions: Following successful completion of the Introductory Award in Music Technology, 

students can progress on to the Level 1 Award in Music Technology and then the Level 1 

Certificate in Music Technology.  

 

This course would suit: A student who enjoys music, dance and performing. 

                           

                                             
                                 For more information, please contact Miss D Amory 



 

 

 
 

Drama 

LEVEL: Bronze Level 1 and Silver Level 2  

SYLLABUS: Arts Award 

COURSE OVERVIEW: Arts Award inspires young people to grow their arts and leadership 

talents; it’s Creative, Valuable and Accessible. 

To achieve the Bronze Award; a Level 1 National Qualification, young people take part in an arts 

activity they enjoy, go to an arts event, research their arts hero/heroine and share their skills 

with others. 

The Silver Award; a Level 2 qualification has two units. 

Unit 1: Arts practice  Unit 2: Arts Leadership 

Doing Silver involves achieving an arts challenge, reviewing arts events, researching artists and 

arts organisations and delivering an arts leadership project with other people. 

ASSESSMENT: By coursework and teacher assessment. Portfolios of evidence are sent to an 

external examiner. 

PROGRESSION: The next step would be for students to undertake the Gold Award. This is the 

highest level and counts as a Level 3 qualification where it develops young people’s creativity, 

communication, planning, team-work and leadership skills. 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: A student who enjoys all aspects of drama, music and dance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For more information, please speak to Miss M Nugent 



 

 

OCN         

LEVEL: Entry level 3 

SYLLABUS: Entry Level 3 Award in Using Employability Skills 

COURSE OVERVIEW: Students will undertake a series of challenges, all of which help them to 

become more skilled in different areas of life. The skills developed will focus on improving their 

knowledge of what is involved in applying for employment, as well as developing their own 

personal development skills. 

Units covered will include:  

• CV writing  

• Interview Skills  

• Skills for Employability  

• Budgeting Entry  

• Career Preparation  
 
ASSESSMENT: Students will produce coursework and there are teacher assessments. Portfolios 

of evidence are externally moderated. 

PROGRESSION: On completion of the entry level award, learners could progress onto level 1 

courses, in this area. 

 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: Students who wish to learn skills to prepare them for employment 

recognise their own areas for improvement, know how to apply for a job or course, understand 

how confidence and self-esteem can affect their own life and be able to carry out a practical 

activity in the work place. 

 

        

        
 



 

 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

LEVEL: Bronze and Silver Award 

SYLLABUS: As defined by the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

COURSE OVERVIEW: Students will look to spend time on the four main sections for each 

Award, whether it be Bronze or Silver: 

Duke of Edinburg Award Overview 
 BRONZE SILVER 

Volunteering 3 Months 6 Months 

Skills 6 Months 6 Months 

Physical 3 Months 3 Months 

Expedition 2 Days, 1 Night Camp 3 Days, 2 Night’s Camp 

The expedition will include the following areas: 

• First Aid and emergency procedures 

• Awareness of risk and health and safety issues 

• Navigation and route planning 

• Camp-craft, equipment and hygiene 

• Food and cooking 

• Country, highway and water sport codes 

• Observation, recording and presentation 

• Team building 

• Proficiency in the mode of travel (walking) 

ASSESSMENT: There is a national on-line system run by the DofE award scheme for students to 

upload their evidence and monitor their progress. Much of the evidence is collected through 

photographs and staff comments and students play a major part in organising and being 

responsible for their own learning in this way. 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: Students with an interest in the outdoors, and a wish to show their 

independence through camping and cooking for yourself. On expeditions, students are 

expected to do much work independently with little support from staff. The need to like 

walking is a must! 

 

 

For more information, please contact Miss L Stribbling 



 

 

 

ICT 

LEVEL: Entry Level 2 

SYLLABUS: OCR Entry Level Award in Life and Living Skills ICT Pathway 

COURSE OVERVIEW: The qualification consists of 3 main units: 

• Using ICT to Find Information 

Know which ICT-based source to use to find information 

Be able to find information from ICT-based information sources 

• Using ICT to communicate 

Be able to use ICT to receive information 

Be able to use ICT to send information 

• Know how to use ICT safely 

Know how to keep access to information secure when using ICT 

Know how to work safely when using ICT 
 

ASSESSMENT: Each student is required to create a portfolio of evidence which demonstrates 

achievement of all learning outcomes over the 3 units. The evidence can take many forms and 

includes observation, witness testimony, worksheets, reports and project reports 

 

PROGRESSION: Students would be in a position to access an entry level 3 course having 

received a sound preparation through this course 

 

THIS COURSE WOULD SUIT: Students with an interest in ICT and who want to develop skills in 

this area; gaining underpinning knowledge and understanding of using ICT. 

 

 

               



 

 

 
Caring for Children 
 
LEVEL: Entry, or level 1 
 
SYLLABUS:  BTEC AWARD introductory Caring For Children 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW : This course is designed to support the development of  students’ 

knowledge of child development and provide basic skills required to care for children. Areas 

could include: 

• Planning for the Physical and Emotional Care Needs of Children 

• Communication Skills with Children 

• Keeping Children Safe 

• Encouraging Children to Eat Healthily 

• Children’s Learning through Everyday Experiences 

ASSESSMENT: This will be on-going with both theory and practical work being assessed and 

students will have produced a portfolio of evidence that demonstrates their understanding. 

Much of the practical evidence will be teacher assessed and include the use of photographs. 

 

PROGRESSION: This course will equip students with the skills to support further learning in 

Child development courses and provide a basis to support entry to Health and social care 

related courses.  

 

This course would suit: students who have an interest in looking after children. They must be 

able to put into words their thoughts and ideas as well as developing practical skills relating to 

looking after children. 

 

    
For more information contact: Mrs J Heavey 



 

 

 
Common Questions and Answers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are “core” subjects that you have to do that are 

essential for a wide range of future opportunities. Subjects 

which are not compulsory are called “options” because you 

choose whether to take them or not. 

What are Options? 

What is different 

at KS4 & KS5? 

Will I get what I 

want? 

Does everyone 

have the same 

choice? 

There is a lot more depth in the studying of subjects. 

Coursework is often a major feature of courses and counts 

towards the final grade. Quality of work should be higher 

and you should expect to work much more independently. 

We hope so! But we cannot guarantee it. Please be prepared 

for us to guide you here in making the right choice. If a subject 

has only a little take up then it would be wasteful for it to run. 

Therefore your reserve choice would count. 

Yes, but there are certain pathways and subjects that 

are more appropriate for students of a certain ability or 

interest. 

It would not be possible for us to offer every choice - we 

simply could not afford it! However, we have introduced 

some new courses, as well as continuing to use options that 

have been popular in the past, making sure choices are 

broad. 

Why do we not 

offer more  

choice? 



 

 

How do I find out 

more about each 

subject? 

Can I change 

my options at a 

later date? 

Which subjects are 

best for me? 

Use this booklet. Speak with older students and approach 

staff during and after lessons for further guidance. Once, 

and only when you are sure you know that you would enjoy 

it and could succeed in it should you choose that subject. 

You are making a commitment so we want to help you in 

making sure the choice is right for you! 

Only very rarely. Once a course has started, we would 

rarely allow students to move as you will have missed 

the introductory weeks of the course and would have 

problems catching up. 

This will depend on mainly two things: 

1) You may choose subjects that are linked to a chosen 

career path. If you do not have one in mind, don’t worry - 

lots of people your age do not! 2) Choose subjects you 

enjoy studying, are interested in and are successful. 

Read the information in this booklet carefully to help you! 

 
Common Questions and Answers II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  


	Mrs Maunsell-Stewart              Assistant Head

