
Post 16 Curriculum 

Post 16 provides pupils with opportunities to 
develop the functionality and independence they 
need to successfully take their next steps to adult life. 
All students access core learning and one of two 
carefully designed curriculum pathways. The first 
is a pathway for independence, life and living and 
the second is a pathway for employment. Staff work 
in partnership with families and pupils to provide real 
world experiences to enhance understanding and 
future life chances. Through the curriculum, 
residential experiences, communication challenges, 
work related learning and life skills, pupils apply their 
knowledge, and skills to build confidence, efficacy 
and understanding for the future. 

Post 16 at Riverbank offers: 

* A personalised timetable which reflects your 
interests and abilities and is flexible to offer 
opportunities and experiences in order to prepare 
you for a fulfilling adult life. 

* A supportive, experienced team of staff. 

* Tutor groups where you begin your day, 
alongside teaching groups with a maximum of 12 
people. You will be expected to move between 
classes for lessons but this will help improve your 
time management and personal organisational 
skills. 

* Access to a Post 16 Common Room, The Little 
Riverbank Cafe and Pop Up Shop 

* Opportunities to promote communication and 
functional independence, which are planned to 
equip you for ‘day to day’ life and prepare you for 
a more challenging ‘real world’ environment. 

* Access, realistic work experience and work 
related activities and accreditation appropriate to 
your abilities and interests. For some students this 
may lead onto our supported internship 
programme.  

* Support for you and your family, to explore 
positive options for the future.

Riverbank students are “extremely well prepared for their next steps in education, 
employment or training.” Ofsted May 2017



Leading into…

Our 16+ Curriculum Offer

Pathway For 
Independence, Life 

and Living

Functional English and Maths in the 
classroom, Pop-Up Shop and Cafe x2

Skills based learning in reading, writing 
and speaking and listening. Interacting 

with the world and others including the 
safe and functional use of ICT. x3

Skills based learning in number, use and 
apply  (e.g. personal finance, money, time, 

measure)  x3

PSHCE with a focus on self-care, washing, 
dressing, home management and 

community involvement x2

PE/Leisure  - staying healthy x2

CORE LEARNING x12

Pathway For 
Employment

The Progression and Sequencing of Learning for Our Core Subjects Are Available Below:

English Maths PSHCE SMSC Computing PE 

Supporting a Destination Pathway x18

PROJECT 
WORK

x30 Lessons 
Week

Volunteering

Health and Safety

Work Experience

Enterprise

Internship Programme

Employability Skills 

Forest School
Developing Performance 

Skills
Independent Life Skills

Creative Crafts
Local Heritage

Health and Fitness
Art

Team Work and Personal 
Development

Food Technology 



Examples of how pathway skills may be combined for 16+ PROJECT WORK…

Employment

Communicating
with range of
members of the
community
Writing letters,
persuasive 
adverts, press 
releases and 
reports.
Expressing 
views and 
negotiating an 
agreed 
outcome.

Working with 
a
budget
Planning 
dates
(calendar) 
and
Times.
Designing
(planning, 
plotting
and 
measuring) a 
permanent
outcome.

Evaluating 
what
the 
community
needs to 
enhance
it.
Debating with
members of 
the
community 
with regard to 
how best 
meet their 
needs.

Web-based 
idea/concept 
research
Web-based 
price research
Creation of
information to 
be shared
Communication
via technology
Using 
technology
to support 
project
planning and
actioning.

Designing
(planning, 
plotting
and 
measuring) a 
permanent
outcome 
using
spatial skills
Sequencing 
stages of 
planning and
development 
of
outcome
Categorising
items/people 
eg. needs.

Independence, 
Life and 
Living

Communicating
with theatre
booking 
agents.
Conversing 
with ticket 
office staff,
bar staff during
trip. Reading
theatre,
programme.
Reflecting on
theatre 
experience
using language 
and/or symbols

Planning date 
and times for 
theatre
performance.
Planning and
managing 
time for travel 
to and from
theatre.
Calculating 
cost of theatre 
tickets and 
booking fee, 
travel costs 
and number
of students/ 
adults going 
on trip.

Identifying 
which forms 
of public
transport 
would
be best in 
order
to get to the
performance 
on time.
Queuing 
politely while 
waiting to
collect tickets.

Web based
theatre 
research.
Online 
bookings.
Online travel
timetables 
(bus, train, etc.)

Sequencing 
stages
of planning a
theatre trip.
Recalling and
sequencing 
key
events of the
production. 
Visual and 
auditory
stimulation
through 
theatre
performance.

“Expectations in the sixth form are 
extremely high. Each student’s 
personalised programme is monitored 
meticulously to ensure that they achieve 
their qualifications and are fully prepared 
for life beyond school.” Ofsted (May 2017)


