
The Navigator Curriculum at Riverbank Academy

Communication  

Multi-Sensory 
Development  

Physical and 
emotional 

Development 

Cognition  

In the Navigator Curriculum, our 
learning focusses on early 

stages of development through 
non-subject based learning.  

The diagram below reflects 4 
components of learning. Each 
component is interlinked with 

communication underpinning 
all areas. 

Intent: To promote greater independence 
so students can lead a happy and 

fulfilled life

To develop and improve student 
communication, cognition, physical, 

emotional and multi-sensory development

To achieve positive destinations that bring 
a sense of fulfilment and purpose for 

students

Learning Components

Sequence and Progression across 
Key Stages 

Individual 
MAPP 
Targets 

Life Skills 
Qualifications 

Positive 
Future 
Destinations

Key Stage 3

Key Stage 4 

Key Stage 5

Sequence to the Day - Where possible all Navigator classes follow the same 

pattern each day to support positive behaviours, self regulation and learning: 

Tools, Projects and Programmes that Support Learning 
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Long, Mid and Short Term 
planning 

Our long-term planning is based on 
nationally recognised frameworks and 

research for supporting young people with 
Severe and complex ASC: 

Autism Education Trust 
National Autistic Society  

Dept for Children, Schools and Families 
National Centre for Autism Studies 

University of Strathclyde. 
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Types of Impact 

• MAPP Targets that reflect emerging, 
developing and secure progress  

• Observational records of improvement  

• Accreditation 

• Parent/Carer Feedback  

• Destinations 

• Attendance and Behaviours  

Assessment of Student Progress  

Within this curriculum, we assess and report on levels of engagement which 
includes exploration, realisation, anticipation, persistence and initiation.  

Student progress is also assessed against education health and care plan outcomes 
which is broken down into challenging targets. A minimum of 4 targets are set 
each year in collaboration with parents, carers and external professionals such as 
speech and language, dieticians and occupational therapists.  

Once a target has been achieved, a new target is set that often builds on the 

previous target promote consolidation of learning and sequence.  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Physical and 

emotional 

Development
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Personal 

Development

Lesson 3 
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Cognition

Lesson 5 
Multi 

Sensory 
Development

Lesson6 
Multi 

Sensory 
Development

Physical and 
emotional 

Development 

Forest School 
Sensory Circuits 
Relaxation and 

mindfulness 
Yoga 

Rebound Therapy 
Swimming 

Personal 

Development  

PD programmes are 

directly linked to 
student MAPP 

targets. They are 
bespoke 

programmes that are 
designed around 
each individual 

student to support 
the four components 

of learning. 

Cognition 

Sensory Stories 
Sound Making  
Mark Marking 

Use and Apply 
Practical 

Application  
Sensory 

Application  

Multi Sensory  
Development 

All programmes delivered in 
this curriculum support 
sensory development. 

Programmes specifically 
designed around multi-

sensory learning include:  
  

Creative Crafts 
TAC PAC 

Horticulture

Continuous Provision: At Riverbank we believe in safe and happy 
learning. Continuous provision is an approach that provides staff 
with flexibility to adapt and change activities around a students 

needs and emotions to support self regulation and positive mental 
health. 

Communication  
tools are  
available  

here:

Our Mid-term planning is supported by 
teachers and specialists who design and 
resource programmes and projects every 
half term for class leads. The projects and 

programmes often incorporate our key stage 
3 or 4 themes to enhance learning 

opportunities. 

Our short term planning is led by our class 
leads and learning support assistants where 
learning and resources are differentiated to 
support a wide range of complex needs and 

sensory profiles.  


