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Science at Riverbank Academy

Leading to greater independence, employment or further education 
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Navigator/
Discovery  

Sensory Science! 

Science through 
the senses linked 

to individual 
student EHCP 

targets and the 
thematic 

curriculum. 

Chemistry 
 

Everyday materials 
 Seasonal changes  

Rocks  
States of matter  

Physics 
 

Light Forces Sound 
Electricity Energy 
Earth and Space  

Biology 
 

Plants           
 Animals including 

humans Living things 
and their habitats     
 Inheritance and 

Evolution  

Scientific Knowledge

Explorer—Thematic Curriculum (KS3) 

A Thematic Curriculum delivered through CREST 
Award based STEM challenges which are student led 
and practical with a focus on everyday life. Students 

gain an appreciation of investigative work and 
develop the cornerstone of scientific knowledge. 

Explorer— AQA Unit Award (KS4) 

National Curriculum topics, linked to AQA units 
and OCN Entry Level qualification where 

appropriate. The curriculum is based on hands on 
practical experiences of science and delivered 

using a variety of methods including an adapted 
Attention Autism practice.  

Adventurer—Thematic Curriculum (KS3)  
The curriculum is designed using a thematic curriculum 

based on a 5 year rotation. Key scientific topics, 
highlighted in the National Curriculum, are covered every 

year allowing students to build on their knowledge. The 
sequencing of topics takes into consideration seasonal 

factors, and key events for example the Olympics.  

Adventurer Curriculum—OCN West Midlands (KS4) 

The curriculum is designed using the National Curriculum 
topics and OCN Entry Level 3, Level 1 and Level 2 

qualifications where appropriate. The OCN units are chosen 
especially to show students how science is relevant to their 

lives, and to support them in life after school. The units include 
topics such as Science and Food, Ecosystems, Forensics, 

Firefighting, Cosmetics and Electricity. These subjects also 
allow a wide range of practical work which engages students 

and promotes a passion for science. 

Scientific Skills

Questioning 

Conclusion

Using Equipment

Observing 

Recording Data

Progressing 
to

Predicting 

Using scientific evidence to answer questions 

Comparative and fair tests

Displaying and interpreting data

Identifying and classifying


